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careful on that score. It means that border bleeding is riskier
for Nebraska than most states, because unlike other states, our
popula t i o n i s on t he bor d e r o f anot h e r st at e . Wha t we f ou n d w as
a body o f e vi d e nce t h a t sa i d sal e s w en t d own i n N e b r a sk a a l m o s t
identically a s sales we nt up in Iowa at the point of which we
did our most recent sales tax increase for cigarettes. So I'd
take that into account. Secondly, I think it's true. I think
price d oes d e t e r y o u t h s mok i ng . So I cou n t t hat a s a pl u s f or
the idea. There is, however, an issue, an argument that I think
i s ove r b l ow n and i t ' s used by t he pub l i c hea l t h g r o u p s i n a
vari e t y o f c i r cu mst ances , w h i c h i s i f you cou l d at t a c k a heal t h
problem, you'd reduce costs. And there is some truth to that
but, y o u k n ow, p e opl e d i e of sm o k i ng , a n d i f t hey do n ' t d i e of
smoking , t he y d i e o f s ome t h i n g e l s e . L e t u s i ma g i n e t h a t we
were t o e r a d i ca t e sm o k in g , i t ' s t r u e ou r l o ng e v i t y wo u l d p i c k
up. Pe op l e wo u l d l i ve l o ng e r . I ab s o l u t e l y a m co n v i n c e d o f i t .
But you kno w what , t w o years later they'd die of their diet.
They'd die of too many NcDonald's. They would die of their lack
of fiber. They would die because they had too much sugar and
h ad d i ab e t e s . An d we wou l d m o v e t o t h e ne x t l e v e l o f co n ce r n
f or w h i c h w e w o u ld b uy pub l i c we l l - b e i n g . I n f a c t , i t ' s t r u e .
There a r e co st s t o smo k i n g a n d t h ey a r e i mm e n se. I b e l i ev e
that. However, t h ere a re cost s in a g reat deal o f our
c ircumstances and , in fact , diabetes, w h ich is a sou rc e
o f t e n t i m e s o f y o u r su g a r i n t a k e a nd a s a ma t t e r o f y ou r own
choices that wa y. Obesity, morbid obesity is on the rise in
t h i s s t a t e an d i n t h i s co un t r y . I t ' s a ma t t e r o f p e r s o na l
choic e a s we l l . Bu t we d on ' t a i m a t t h o s e a n d t h e y wi l l b e t h e
next public problem in the event you were even to create a total
ban of smoking. So the notion that you will be able to save for
chosen hea l t h c o n c e r ns , l i ke smok i n g , wi l l s i mp l y move t he
frontier of that concern even if you were able to stop smoking
altogether because we' re doing this all the time. Eventually,
people will have the costs associated with death, and part of
that p r o c ess w i l l be se l f - ch o sen be hav io r s . I n t he end , yo u ca n
go, I think, too far in creating a p ersonal obligation for
self-choices because we' re all do ing it . Th is t ies to the
point, I think, that Senator Redfield and Senator Hartnett made.
Our b u d ge t de f i c i t pr obl em i s not t he r espon s i b i l i t y o f
20 percent of our population. The responsibility for keeping
the University of Nebraska strong doesn't fall to 20 percent of
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